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The Engineering class recently competed in the national Future City competition against 39 other middle 
schools.  The requirements for the engineering competition were immense, but the team of 8th and 7th graders 
were up to the challenge.  Led by Mr. Stephan, the team was required to create a fictional city set 100 years in 
the future and to present all the technological advancements that 
made their city the best place to live in the world.  This year’s theme 
centered on building a resilient water system that could deliver safe 
drinking water to all residents. Students were polled on what physical 
and technological characteristics they wanted in their city.  One 
design that popped out to them was a hybrid city, where part of the 
city was land-based and other parts of the city were 100% water-
based. This led to the team creating Rua Hapori (“the two 
communities” in the native Maori language), located in on the east 
coast of New Zealand. 

The next step was to complete a ton of research so that we could 
boast about the most cutting-edge innovations in water treatment, 
health care, transportation, and energy sources.  We also wanted to 
make sure our city could demonstrate viability with our hybrid setup. 
Desalination, sponge neighborhoods, vertical gardens, and algae 
filtration were some of the ways Rua Hapori could give residents 
clean drinking water with minimal waste.  The students also designed 
a transportation system that made all vehicles autonomous, which 
eliminates traffic jams and significantly lowers accidents.   

Once we had our plan in place, students had to submit a 1,500-word essay, a slideshow presentation on a 
SimCity project, build a 50 in x 25 in model of Rua Hapori, and present in front of judges.  Fortunately, we had 
an extra helping hand in Mr. Thomas Mitchell, who was our engineer 
mentor during the process and gave us valuable guidance. 

Our BH team represented the school proudly, with many judges and 
students complementing us on our intricately designed city 
model.  Despite having to work all day on a Saturday, the students 
had a blast getting to talk to other students from competing schools, 
showing off all their hard work, and getting free snacks and lunch, of 
course.  The students earned two special awards, “Most Creative 
Building Material” and Pride in Quality”, which come with some fun 
prizes for the team. We hope to bring home the top prize next year! 
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Martin Luther King Jr. Speech 
Khadija Dembele, an 8th-grade student from Beverly Hills wrote an essay 
on How Martin Luther King Jr. affected her life today. She was chosen as 
a winner in the contest and was asked to present her essay at the annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast on January 20, 2020.  



The Royal Scroll  February 2020 

ISSUE 54  3 

Staff  Members of  the Month 

Kevin Stephan 

Mr. Stephan teaches Technology and Engineering classes 

and has been teaching at Beverly Hills since 2015.  He loves 

BH but does not like writing about himself, especially in the 

third person.   

M Umesh Patil 

Mr. Patil has been our building substitute teacher at BH for over 4 years. Mr. 

Patil and his wife spend their summers in India visiting his 3 brothers and 

sister.  

In India, Mr. Patil teaches college part time and has a fulltime job designing 

medical equipment. He has a son who is a senior at PSU Main campus in the 

Honors college and is planning on attending medical school. His daughter is a 

sophomore at Temple studying neuroscience. Congratulations, Mr. Patil, for 

winning the Staff of the Month, a much deserved honor. Thanks for all your 

time and efforts here at BH. 
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Students of  the Month 

6th Grade 

Henry Galvez Landaverde 

Yvette Perez-Medina 

7th Grade 

Ahmed Ali 

Arnie Etienne 

8th Grade 

Kareem Tomlin 

Solit Abraham 
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February 17th President’s Day Schools Closed 

March 5th Home & School Meeting 6 PM 

March 6th Hoops for Heart 

March 12th Early Out 1 PM 
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